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1 INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Description of the Shediac Bay Watershed 

Association 

 The Shediac Bay Watershed Association (SBWA) was founded in 1999 as a result of 

growing concerns from local community residents over the ecological health of Shediac 

Bay.  In order to establish a long-term water quality-monitoring program, a community-

based association was established.  

 The Shediac Bay Watershed Association vision and mission statements are as 

follows: 

Vision – Communities working together to foster a healthy ecosystem that will sustain the 

quality and quantity of water for future generations. 

Mission – The Shediac Bay Watershed Association will accomplish its vision through 

education and community stewardship. 

 

 A Board of Directors consisting of sixteen members representing the various regions 

and interest groups of the watershed manages the Shediac Bay Watershed Association.  The 

Board of Directors meets on a bi-monthly basis and includes the following members: 

Mr. Bill Murray, President Ms. Odette Babineau Ms. Janelle LeBlanc 

Mr. Victorin Mallet, 1st Vice-President Mr. Eugene Bridges Mr. Louis LeBlanc 

Mr. Clarence Jeffrey, 2nd Vice-President Mr. Joe Caissie Mr. Neil LeBlanc 

Ms. Michelle Marcil, Treasurer Ms. Connie Doyle Mr. Martin Mallet 

Ms. Francis Kelly, Secretary Mr. Bob Ford Mr. Terry Melanson 

Mr. Pierre Landry, Past president Ms. Helen Hall Mr. Greg Nickerson 

Mr. Andy Caissie, Town Councilor Mr. Emery Landry Mr. Jamie Storey 

 

 The Shediac Bay Watershed Association gratefully receives guidance, donations and 

in-kind support from various organizations and interest groups.  SBWA has a database of 

over 300 stakeholders consisting of business-owners, industry, foresters, farmers, local 

residents, cottage owners, recreation boaters and swimmers, conservation groups and 

community organizations within the Shediac Bay Watershed. 

 

1.2 Past Projects 

The Shediac Bay Watershed Association has been involved with numerous projects 

and initiatives over the past six years including water quality monitoring and remediation 

projects.  Educational material such as newsletters, brochures, and leaflets are continuously 

distributed throughout the watershed’s communities and events such as public info 

sessions, World Oceans Day activities and presentations in schools occur on a regular basis. 

Projects undertaken to date include stream restoration, water quality monitoring, benthic 

sampling, beach sweeps, stream surveys, an oyster habitat study, information kiosks, and 
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many more.  The SBWA has been working with farmers and homeowners to help minimize 

their impact on our coastal waters by addressing cattle fencing issues and faulty septic 

systems.  Oyster restoration efforts were also undertaken in Shediac Bay to help increase 

their population thus consequently increasing their eutrophication minimizing capacities 

(i.e. oysters filter great amounts of water).   

This past summer’s activities related to the remediation of water quality and public 

outreach efforts are described in this report. A more detailed description of the 

Association’s past projects can be found on the website www.sbwa-abvbs.net.  

 

 

 

1.3 Overview of the Shediac Bay Watershed’s Region 
 The Shediac Bay Watershed covers 400 km2 of land area and stretches along 36 km 

of coastline, from Cap Bîmet to Cap de Cocagne (Fig. 1).  The Shediac and the Scoudouc 

Rivers are characterized by dendritic patterns of small tributaries covering a watershed of 

201.8 and 143.3 km2, respectively.  The Shediac River is composed of two major water 

arms.  The northern water arm is created by the convergence of the McQuade Brook, the 

Weisner and the Calhoon Brooks.  The southern large water arm of the Shediac River is the 

continuation of the Batemans Brook.  Water velocity in both rivers is weak due to the 

gentle regional elevation. The Watershed also reaches inland as far as Lutes Mountain near 

Moncton.  The Shediac Bay Watershed is composed of two major river systems: the 

Shediac River and the Scoudouc River.  Both rivers empty into Shediac Bay.  The 

watershed also has many smaller tributaries that empty either into one of the two major 

rivers or directly into the bay.  The watershed boundaries stretch into both Kent and 

Westmorland County and cross into both the Shediac and Moncton Parish. The Watershed 

region consists of a population of approximately 15,000 people.  

http://www.sbwa-abvbs.net/
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Figure 1. Map of Shediac Bay watershed boundaries  

 

The Shediac Bay watershed is home to a wide variety of flora and fauna. Forestry, 

agriculture, industry and tourism are examples of important activities that take place within 

the watershed region. The area is rich in culture and history. The well-known summer 

destination, Parlee Beach Provincial Park is found within the watershed boundaries. The 

tributaries of the watershed flow through a kaleidoscope of different areas such as wetlands, 

forested, residential, industrial and agricultural land.   
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2 WATER REMEDIATION PROGRAM 

2.1 Project Objectives 

 Due to the funds available through the Environmental Trust Fund, the revised goals 

of the Water Quality Remediation and Public Outreach Program were as follows: 

Project Goals 

1. Initiate remediation plans by 

working with stakeholders 
 Develop comprehensive remediation plans by 

working with stakeholders. Contact stakeholders to 

initiate the development of remediation plans. Our 

goal is to form partnerships with these stakeholders 

so that we may collaborate to improve water quality. 

We will focus our efforts in the Scoudouc Industrial 

Park, Scoudouc and Irishtown agriculturists. These 

two sectors are believed to contribute to the two 

Class C classifications in the Shediac Bay 

Watershed. The Agro-Environmental Club, 

representing 3 farmers in the Class C region, has 

already shown interest in working with the SBWA 

on remediation plans. Appropriate governing 

agencies (e.g. DELG, DAFA, DFO) will be brought 

to the table as needed.  

2. Public outreach   Release of at least 2 newsletters throughout the 

watershed to relay information on watershed issues, 

SBWA projects and events. 

 Up-date the website and create a webpage to promote 

green boating practices. 

 Continue to form partnerships with groups and 

stakeholders.  

 Organize a Beach Sweep to celebrate World Oceans 

Day 

 Contact local schools and offer to make presentations 

(minimum of 5) on the importance of water quality 

and watershed issues. Offer presentations to other 

interested groups. 

 

2.2 Project Outcomes / Accomplishments  

For a sixth year, the SBWA received funds from ETF and the ptoject aimed to 

continue the Water Remediation program. The SBWA initiated discussions to improve 

water quality with stakeholders within the Watershed. Public outreach events and actions 
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also continued as our newsletter were distributed and awareness campaign were performed. 

A community beach sweep was organized to celebrate World Oceans Day and the SBWA 

held its Annual General Meeting in June. 

2.2.1 Meetings and Information Sessions / Workshops 

In order to accomplish the various objectives of the 2005-2006 fiscal year, regular 

meetings between various members and partners were required.  William Murray, 

President, received the Environmental Leadership Awards in the Individual Citizen 

Category for his efforts and accomplishments as part of the SBWA. The board of directors 

of the SBWA met to discuss and implement the various activities of the Association as per 

the following dates: 

 

April 18, 2005 

September 8, 2005 

October 26, 2005 

December 19, 2006 

March 8, 2006 

 

The 2004-2005 fiscal year Annual General Meeting took place on May 30, 2005 and 

the guest speaker for the event was Anne Turcotte-Lanteigne from Fisheries and Oceans.  

The meeting allowed for information about the Association to be relayed to stakeholders as 

well as government and non-government agencies on the activities and events that took 

place in the past year. 

 

 
 

Figure 2. Annual General Meeting held in May 2005 at the Shediac Island Interpretation Centre in 

Shediac. 

 

In addition, The Science Committee, presided by Jamie Storey, gathered monthly 

from October 2005 to March 2006 to discuss current conditions and issues of the Shediac 

Bay Watershed. Special meeting with stakeholders to remediate specific situations were 

also organized by the Science Committee. The mandate of the Committee is to ensure that 

the Association conducts projects within the realm of its vision and mission. The Science 

Committee also oversees that data is collected and analyzed properly. The mission of the 
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Committee also involves dealing with complaint cases brought to the attention of the 

Board. A panel of expert can be invited to take part of discussion with stakeholders when 

necessary.  

 

A Fundraising Committee, chaired by Pierre Landry, was revived in 2005. This 

Committee’s mandate is to organize fundraising events and campaign as well as managing 

the funding situation. The Committee met on a monthly basis from September 2005 to 

February 2006.  

 

The SBWA is part of a working group organised by DFO where they represent local 

watershed groups. The Northumberland Strait Ecosystem Initiative was established in 

April-May 2005 to bring focus to increasing concerns over disturbing changes in the state 

of Northumberland Strait ecosystem and the aquatic resources that it supports. The 

Coordinator participated at multiple meetings from August 2005 to March 2006.  

 

Multiple other meetings and workshops were attended during the fiscal year including 

a small workshop called the SOS Ripples project, which deals with the relationship of 

water and sustainable communities. Also, the Coordinator attended a workshop organised 

by DELG to follow-up on the Water Classification program. The SBWA participated at a 

NB Watershed Groups Institute organized by the Fredericton Area Watersheds Association, 

where the Coordinator presented an overview of the organization and accomplishment. In 

addition, the SBWA participated in a Clinic organized by the Charlotte Waterways who is 

presently coordinating the formation of a JAG (Joint Action Group) for coastal zone 

management in NB. Sea level rise information sessions were also attended during the fiscal 

year. Moreover, the SBWA presented the Shellfish Restoration Project at the Atlantic 

Canada Coastal and Estuarine Science Society (ACCESS) Workshop, organized by DFO. A 

meeting was also held with Don Bourgeois (Inspector, DELG) and Jonathan Burtt (Water 

classification manger, DELG) to discuss the Water Quality Remediation project 

proposition. 

 

 A networking meeting was organized by northern watershed groups. The SBWA 

participated at this meeting held in Tabusintac on October 20. This gathering of all eastern 

watershed groups allowed us to discuss about expertise and material sharing as well as 

other common issues.   

 

These meetings are vital to help plan a remediation action plan for the Shediac Bay 

Watershed.  As well, the open communication forum between the various agencies to 

prevent duplicating efforts with respect to sampling a problem area and it also serves as an 

efficient means of solving problems within the Watershed.  
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2.2.2 Water Quality Remediation Action Plan 

2.2.2.1 Remediation Activities  

As part of the proposed action described, we develop comprehensive remediation 

plans by working with stakeholders within the watershed. Our goal was to form 

partnerships with these stakeholders so that we could collaborate to improve water quality. 

We focused our efforts in the Scoudouc area as well as in the Irishtown area, where few bad 

agricultural activities needed to be addressed. In addition, during the process of meeting 

with members of the Scoudouc Industrial Park, it was brought to our attention that some 

septic systems in the Scoudouc Rd. area were highly contaminating the River. Therefore, 

our efforts were diverged towards resolving these urging issues. 

A follow-up meeting was organized with Serge Bourque, director of the Scoudouc 

Industrial Park, to discuss possible strategies to raise the awareness level of concerned 

companies. It was mentioned that most of the companies responded well to last years’ 

efforts and improvement appeared to be made to limit the water consumption and the 

discharge of specific material, such as starch, sugar and organic mater.  The Industrial Park 

possesses independent water system and water treatment operations and they constructed an 

artificial wetland in 2003 to treat the polishing pond’s effluent. This made a huge 

improvement on the water quality that was discharged in the Cornwall Brook.  

To tackle the problem associated with sewage contamination in the Scoudouc River, 

multiple correspondences were addressed to the Minister of Environment to help rectify 

one of the faulty sewage treatment systems. In addition, a special Science Committee 

meeting was held on November 25, 2005, in order to develop a work plan to rectify the 

Residence Alfred P. Melanson sewage system effluent that is leaking directly in the 

Scoudouc River. The meeting gathered Stephen Drost (DELG Stewardship Branch), Ron 

Boudreau (Greater Shediac Sewage Commission), Leo-Paul Babineau (President, 

Residence Alfred P. Melanson Inc.), and members of the Science committee. Discussions 

with Diane Fury were also necessary to allow us to find a solution about this ongoing 

problem. Many efforts were put to rectify this issue, but no satisfactory temporary solutions 

were implemented at this point. The SBWA continues its efforts on having this system 

repaired before the end of May, 2006.  

 

It was identified that a more recent partial sanitary survey should be performed in 

both agricultural sections of the Shediac Bay watershed, Irishtown and Scoudouc, prior to 

building a strategic plan with farmers.  Therefore, a field trip was organized with Terry 

Melanson from DFO to visit the Cornwall Brook and the Unnamed Tributary to develop a 

proper remediation plan for this section of the Shediac River that is classified as “C”. 

Among other restoration work to be addressed, the plan involved the implication of 

farmers, where cattle access had to be limited and stream bank restored. Initial contact was 

made with farmers along the Cornwall Brook to develop remediation plan with them. Cattle 

fencing and riparian restoration will be needed at few locations where siltation problems 

were observed.  
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During the 2005-2006 freshwater mussels inventory and preliminary sanitary surveys, 

other pollution point sources and habitat degradation were observed. These included the 

habitat degradation due to ATV crossings, siltation from eroded banks due to poor buffer 

zones and negative farming practices.  Some of these environmentally harmful activities are 

situated in Class C tributaries and other are situated in Class A and B. Therefore, they will 

all be addressed in the up coming season to follow the Provisional Water Classification’s 

guidelines established in 2003.   

 

Moreover, the SBWA worked in conjunction with the Moncton Agri-Environmental 

Club to raise awareness among farmers in our watershed. They will serve also as 

intermediate for the strategic plan discussions. Expertise from the Department of 

Agriculture, Fisheries and Aquaculture was used to help developing the strategic plan. The 

Coordinator met with Nicole Williams, Land Development Officer, to discuss about 

farmland management and the NB environmental farm plan. We planned to perform farm 

site visits during the summer, but this was not possible due to scheduling issues. 

 

 

 
 

Figure 3. Water quality remediation planning. Observation of the status of the Scoudouc River in a 

agricultural sector. 

 

 The development of strategic plans with the industries began this year and 

remediation action are planed for the next season (please refer to the 2006-2007 ETF 

proposal). Many more industries need to be visited for an initial meeting followed by the 

development of an action plan. Regular meetings will also allow us to know how they are 

updating their plant.  The future remediation steps include the reduction of siltation in many 

small tributaries of the Scoudouc Rivers, where human activities such as ATV crossings are 

affecting the habitat integrity. To address the siltation problem in few areas of the Scoudouc 

River, the SBWA also plan to make initial contact with the peat moss farm situated in 

Grand Barachois to evaluate possible impacts and remediation actions. Also, as part of the 

remediation work for the upstream section of the Shediac River classified as C, discussions 

with large open mining companies will be initiated to find a solution to the possible impact 

on the stream’s integrity. In addition, the regular monitoring of water quality parameters in 
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the Shediac and Scoudouc Rivers is also a proposed action for the following season. 

Ultimately, the action plans will involve the development of tree planting events and river 

system restoration in the case of a notable deterioration of banks and rivers.  

 

2.2.2.2 Water Quality  

  With support from the NBWTF, the SBWA performed a Freshwater Mussels 

Inventory in the Shediac Bay Watershed (Fig. 4). The need for an inventory was 

motivated by the fact that freshwater mussels are considered an excellent ecological 

indicator of water quality and ecosystem integrity.  Effectively, their low mortality rate, 

great longevity (up to 120 years), and sedentary lifestyle render them an indicator species 

for freshwater ecosystems (Muir et al., 1997).  They survive only in clean and unspoiled 

rivers, like the salmon and other sensitive fish species.  Therefore, the presence of a healthy 

freshwater mussel population is representative of a healthy aquatic ecosystem.  

 

   
 

Figure 4. Freshwater mussel inventory in the Scoudouc River performed in August 2005. 

 

According to the Fish & Wildlife Branch of the Department of Natural Resources, the 

province’s Eastern Elliptio and Eastern Pearlshell are common species in New Brunswick. 

Our founding support this fact, as these two species appeared to be the most common in the 

watershed.  The Brook Floater, which is considered a “maybe at risk” species, is not found 

in Canada outside of New Brunswick and Nova Scotia. This inventory revealed that both 

river system hosted Brook Floater populations.  

 

During this project new basic water parameters (temp., pH., DO) were recorded at 

water classification sites. Overall, the water temperature ranged from 22.3ºC in August to 

5.8ºC in November.  The dissolved oxygen averaged around 8 mg/L with a pH ranging 

from 7.15 to 8.66.  These measurements appeared typical for that region and time of year 

(Morrissey et al. 2003).   

 

The results obtained during the inventory project will be integrated in the community 

awareness mission of the SBWA.  A long-term monitoring strategy will be developed to 

assess the condition and health of the freshwater mussel populations over time, which can 

serve as an indication of habitat integrity and water quality.   
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To better understand the recruitment potential, Christopher Blanar and his team from 

the Canadian River Institute, performed a single-pass electrofishing survey in both river 

systems, on October 5 2005. The fish species observed during the eletrofidhing survey 

revealed that Atlantic Salmon parrs (Salmo salar) were present in both systems (Fig. 5). 

Other salmonidea, such as the Brook trout was only observed in the Shediac River. These 

two species are hosts for the some freshwater mussels species larvae. In fact, glochidia 

were observed on a brook trout caught at the Shediac M site.  Creek Chubs (Semotilus 

atromaculatus) and Common Shiners (Notropis cornutus) were principally observed in the 

Scoudouc River during the Survey. In addition, Sea Lampreys (Petromyzon marinus) 
were captured exclusively in the Shediac River. A long-term monitoring strategy will also 

assess the health of fish populations over time.   

 

   
 

 

Figure 5. A) Electrofishing survey performed in the Shediac River in October 2005. B) Salmon parr 

captured and released in the Shediac River during the 2005 electrofishing survey. 

 

Again this year, we were able to monitor the water quality within the Shediac Bay 

Watershed by partnering with the Department of Fisheries and Oceans on the Community 

Aquatic Monitoring Program (CAMP) from May to October of 2005.  This is our third 

year of involvement in this project. However, this season was not done in partnership with 

the Master’s student project. Therefore, in order to gather sufficient staff members, we 

worked in partnership with the Cocagne Sustainable Group and Southeastern Anglers 

Association.  This is a long-term monitoring program aiming to study ecosystem evolution 

and changes over time. This ecosystem assessment tool is sill in the development stage and 

could be established in the future years. Data collection is expected to continue in the 2006 

field season.  

A B 
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Figure 6. DFO Community Aquatic Monitoring Program performed during the 2005 season (CAMP) 

 

A Shellfish Restoration project was perused during the 2005 field season with the 

recruitment monitoring success evaluation.  This project was made possible with the help 

of Public Works Canada as part of a habitat destruction compensation project, which was 

also part of our efforts to enhance the water quality in the Bay.   

Shellfish play an ecologically important role by filtering the water column. They 

contribute by reducing water turbidity and nutrient pollution effect (for example algal 

blooms). They also contribute to the recycling of nutrients and organic material.  The 

project was put together to enhance oyster (Crassostrea virginica) habitat in the bays as 

well as to establish quahaug (Mercenaria mercenaria) reproductive sanctuaries in Shediac 

Bay.  

Monitoring sessions performed on three occasions from the spring, summer and fall 

(Fig. 7-A), revealed that recruitment in Cocagne Bay was high and a large number of 

juvenile oysters are now growing on our restored site. In Shediac Bay, oyster recruitment 

was scarce for the second consecutive season.  

By restoring shellfish habitat, the SBWA is hopping to recreate oyster reefs (7-B) in 

these bays, which would help to improve water quality for residents and users of the bay. 
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Figure 7. A) Shellfish Restoration project in Shediac and Cocagne Bays during the 2005 monitoring 

program. B) Close-up of juvenile oysters collected during the monitoring of larvae settlement pattern. 

 

 The SBWA conducted for the third season the Septic System Improvement 

program as part of the remediation efforts. The NB Environmental Trust Fund also funded 

this project. A total of 10 faulty systems have been successfully upgraded during the 2005 

season. A total of $24,000.00 in subsidies was given to participants. 

 

 

2.2.3 Public Outreach and Education 

The Association collaborated with Ducks Unlimited for the second year to offer the 

Adopt-A-Class Wetland Education program. Grade 3 and 4 students (164 students) from 

four different schools were received at the Interpretation Centre for indoor wetland values 

awareness activities. A field trip to the Pointe-du-Chene wetland allowed us to present the 

importance of wetlands ecosystems and their protection using concrete examples (Fig.8). 

The wetland’s flora and fauna was studied using minnow traps for benthic and fish species 

as well as binoculars to identify bird species.   

 
 

Figure 8.  Adopt-A-Class Wetland Education program 

 

A 

B 
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An Education Program was developed in 2004 as part of the outreach program with 

the help of the TD Friends of the Environment. The education program focuses on 

presenting the importance of maintaining a good water quality in coastal habitats. 

Presentation was offered in 2005 to small groups, such as local brownies groups (28 kids 

from 8-10 years old). The EnviroScape was also used to represent watershed’s 

characteristics and best management practices as well as the influences and impacts of 

human activities in a watershed ecosystem. I also discussed the importance of the Shellfish 

Restoration Project in Shediac Bay and did present few shellfish species found in the Bay.  
 

The 4th Annual World’s Oceans Day event took place on Saturday June 11th, 2005. 

The event was advertised in the Times and Transcript (What’s up and articles), L’Étoile, Le 

Moniteur Acadien. A Complete radio program was dedicated on the subject at Radio 

Beauséjour (À l’écoute) (Appendix B). This radio program was performed in collaboration 

with the Cape Pele Watershed Group. The SBWA also presented various posters and 

distributed pamphlet about different water quality and oceans related matters. 

 The SBWA is perusing its effort beach sweep is a collection and inventory of garbage 

found along our beaches.  This annual event aimed to address the problem of marine 

garbage and to contribute to the protection and conservation of our marine environment and 

its natural resources.  

 During this beach sweep, nearly 60 volunteers from the Shediac Bay watershed 

cleaned 8.2 km of shoreline and picked up more than 106 bags of garbage and drifted 

material, including many tires, pieces of metal and Styrofoam (from floating docks and 

buoys) (Fig. 9).  Common items found included various types of bottles, plastic bags, 

cigarette butts, plastic and Styrofoam items, as well as construction debris.  Garbage was 

inventoried and the results will be added to a provincial database. 

We salute the dedication of the residents from Shediac Bay who certainly helped 

contribute to the maintenance of our shorelines.   

  
 

Figure 9. A portion of the debris and garbage collected during the 2005 Annual Beach Sweep event.  
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In addition, the 8th edition of the SBWA Current News newsletter was distributed 

throughout the watershed during the summer of 2005.  A copy of the newsletter can be 

found in Appendix C. The newsletter offers the opportunity to inform the public on 

activities and events of the SBWA and to educate the public on various environmental 

issues. Unfortunately, it have not been possible to produce a second issue this season due to 

the fact that time and staff were limited and that no sponsors could be find in time to 

support a full production. A sponsor (The Paint Recycling Company), however, committed 

to support the production of one of the two Newsletters’ issue next season.  

 The Green Boating – What’s up with your wastes? Project was conducted in 2005 

with assistance from Environment Canada’s EcoAction Community Funding Program. This 

project aimed once again to promote better boating practices.   

 On May 25, 2005, the first Green Boating event for the season took place.  The 

SBWA along with the Westmorland-Albert Solid Waste Corporation, held a hazardous 

waste collection for boaters (Fig. 10-B).  The event drew 34 carloads of hazardous waste 

and included among others 130 cans of paint, 17 car batteries and 125 litres of oil.  This 

event was considered a success as it served to potentially keep waste out of Shediac Bay.   

 Several other aspects of this project include a survey that was distributed among 

boaters to identify their boat maintenance practices. The purpose of this survey is to 

determine if local and visiting boaters are equipped with holding tanks or portable toilets 

and the frequency of use of the pump-out stations. This will allow us to provide a better 

support to boaters regarding best maintenance practices.  For those not equipped with 

holding tanks, the SBWA would like to assist boaters acquire these by offering information 

on installers, costs and types available for their boat.  The survey was done on a voluntary 

basis and kept anonymous to ensure a realistic estimation of the actual situation.  Other 

waste management strategies such as engine maintenance, cleaning methods and products 

used, hazardous waste spill control and disposal, was questioned.  The data were recorded 

and preliminary results were analyzed, revealing that nearly 50% of boaters did no have a 

holding thank. 

 The SBWA is once again aiming to increase awareness of ecologically sensitive 

practices through public presentations. The Green Boating info session was scheduled on 

August 30th.The presentation is available at the SBWA’s office for those who would like to 

learn more about best boating practices. The importance of healthy marine ecosystems as 

well as green boating strategies is addressed.   

 The SBWA also produced pamphlets and signs promoting the use of the pump-out 

stations. The pamphlets were distributed at the Moncton’s Boat Show at the end of March 

2006 (Fig. 10-A).  Finally, an online library and webpage on green boating practices will be 

created for local boaters.  This webpage will allow boaters to access and share green 

boating information, provide access to a reference library on green boating and finally to 

increase green boating awareness to the public at large. The website was consequently 

refreshed and the contained information was updated.  
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 It is envisaged that the long-term benefits of this project, in conjunction with our 

other efforts, will be the improvement of water quality in our watershed and awareness of 

the importance of healthy coastal ecosystems.   

 

           
 

 

Figure 10.  A) Green Boating public awareness event at the Moncton Boat Show in March 2005. B) 

Hazardous waste collection event organised for boaters at the Shediac Bay Marina in May 2005. 

 

 

2.2.4 Other Activities of the Shediac Bay Watershed Association 

Limited fundraising activities took place during the 2005-2006 fiscal year as the 

committee was just reorganized. Most of the efforts was put towards building a Status of 

the Bay report, which should be launched during the 2006-2007 fiscal year as part of a 

fundraising event. 

 The SBWA also completed an Environmental Overview Report (EOR) for the 

Shediac Bay watershed.  In order to increase its knowledge on the coastal zone to be 

managed, it was important to elaborate an Ecosystem Overview and Assessment Report.  

This report will highlight the watershed’s natural and physical attributes and point out the 

impacts and threats of human activities on the ecosystem.  This project gave the 

Association the responsibility of compiling an overview of the Shediac Bay watershed. 

These overview reports should be useful in the first steps of the integrated management 

planning process of defining and assessing the area to manage and they should also serve as 

a valuable management tool throughout the integrated management process.  They contain 

pertinent information that will provide a better understanding of how the ecosystem 

functions as a unit.  They will help understand the interactions between the different 

components of the ecosystem and describe how the human activities in and around that 

ecosystem impose threats and pressures to the ecosystem.   

A B 
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3 DISCUSSION AND COMMENTS  

During the 2005-2006 fiscal year, the acting Coordinator, Dominique Audet, was the 

only full time employee working towards the development of the Water Quality 

Remediation and Public Outreach Program. With the support of HRDC Summer Career 

Program, the SBWA hired a Biology student for an 8 week period. Also, a part-time field 

technician was hired to conduct the Freshwater Mussel Inventory Project. An intern from 

CCNB-Miramichi studying in environmental studies was trained with the SBWA from May 

to early June 2005. 

The work performed during the development of the project included different 

activities related to water remediation planning and public outreach.  Objectives were 

attained by initiating remediation plans with stakeholders; by gathering water quality 

information; by updating the action plan; and by developing public outreach events and 

publications. Therefore a large variety of activities and events were accomplished, as such 

leading to the success of this project. 

 The project’s objectives were effectively fulfilled as per the revised goals set in June 

2005. However, the amount received did not allow us to perform the initially proposed 

range of action for the remediation plan section of this project. For that reason, we 

comprehensive remediation plan for the management of the Watershed, and we are 

planning to start implementing the action plans during the next season. 

The different partnerships created and maintained formed a large network of experts 

and stakeholders. All parties brought input from their sector to understand and monitor the 

global status of the watershed. The combined information received from all will allow the 

implementation of the action plans. The actions involved in the remediation plan for these 

tributaries are detailed in the 2006-2007 ETF proposal of the Shediac Bay Watershed 

Association. 

In order maintain the previous efforts made toward the amelioration of the water 

quality in the watershed, we participated in large projects (Shellfish Restoration, species 

inventory) and developed public relations.  Continuing to perform water quality monitoring 

and adopt new methods of doing so is of the utmost importance in making sure our 

watershed is properly managed.  Such activities complement remediation work by 

determining not only where this work is needed most, but also if such work is properly 

accomplished.  All these efforts should be distributed on a long period of time in order to 

produce accurate indicators of water quality and habitat integrity. 

Public outreach within our watershed took many different forms throughout the year.  

To reach residents of the watershed by installing information kiosks at events and 

distributing our newsletters has proven to be very successful. The newsletter has gained 

momentum throughout the past few years and is becoming more and more recognized by 

residents.  The future goal will be to send the newsletter to every resident threw a mail out 

event. The local media also plays a huge role in enhancing the association’s profile. With 

various articles being published in prominent local newspapers and local radio stations on 
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announcing our project and events, the SBWA has built a name among the community.  

Every time we have projects going on in the area, we take this opportunity to make 

interviews with different media. This way, the public can refer to us as a complete group 

performing many projects to aiming to maintain the water quality. Please refer to Appendix 

C for examples of recent newspaper publications featuring the SBWA. 

Furthermore, developing and implementing an annual environmental education 

program with local schools has proven especially useful in sensitizing our youth on 

watershed issues and the importance of our protecting our waterways.  The children 

respond very well to our presentations and the schools greatly appreciate our efforts.  The 

awareness of the Association and its purpose has been greatly enhanced through this 

ongoing project.  As well, hosting events such as the beach sweeps also served to enhance 

the awareness of the association while helping members of the community realize that their 

participation can have an enormous positive impact on our watershed. 

Targeting specific key stakeholders for outreach sessions is becoming increasingly 

important in order to accomplish particular action items recommended in the Provisional 

Water Classification report.  The 2006-2007 ETF proposal submitted by the Shediac Bay 

Watershed Association focuses on this with the proposed activities contained therein. 

Directly working with various government agencies has helped in reaching many 

stakeholders.  The Department of Fisheries and Oceans, Fisheries and Aquaculture, for 

example has assisted the SBWA in organizing different projects such as the Beach Sweep 

and the Shediac Bay Health Committee.  Increasing our visibility among those government 

agencies is crucial for the long-term development of a watershed group. We believe that we 

can greatly contribute at multiple levels for the management of bays and watersheds. 

 



SHEDIAC BAY WATERSHED ASSOCIATION 

Water Quality Remediation Program 
Final Report  
March 2006 

18 

4 CONCLUSION 

Finally, the Water Quality Remediation and Public Outreach Program was very 

successful and we accomplished many activities and events over the past year.  Many 

endeavors remain to be completed due to the magnitude and scope of the remediation work 

left to be tackled.   

The Shediac Bay Watershed Association is definitively making a difference. Our 

work needs to be performed on a long-term basis in order to obtain positive results. 

However, we are confident that our group can enhance and maintain the water quality for 

future years since action taken at a watershed scale has proven to be successful.  
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5 APPENDIX A – STAKEHOLDERS MEETING MINUTES 
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6 APPENDIX B – MEDIA COVERAGE 
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7 APPENDIX C – NEWSLETTER 
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