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1 Introduction 

1.1 Description of the Shediac Bay Watershed Association 

The Shediac Bay Watershed Association (SBWA) was founded in 1999 as a result of growing 

concerns from local community residents over the ecological health of Shediac Bay. In order to 

establish a long-term water quality-monitoring program, a community-based association was 

formed.  

 

The Shediac Bay Watershed Association vision and mission statements are as follows: 

 

Our Vision – Communities working together to foster a healthy ecosystem that will sustain the 

quality of water for future generations. 

 

Our Mission – The SBWA will accomplish its vision through education and community 

stewardship. 

 

The Board of Directors is composed of the following members: 

 

Mr. Armand Robichaud, President Mr. Gerry Dionne Ms. Petrina Ferris 

Mr. Denis Haché, Vice-President Mr. Léo-Paul Bourgeois M. Louis Vallée 

Mr. David Dunn,  Past President Mr. Claude Léger M. Gilles Thibault 

Ms. Helen Hall, Treasurer Mr. Marc Fougère M. Bill Belliveau 

Ms. Frances Kelly, Secretary Ms. Germaine Gallant Ms. Sophie Landry 

Mr. Pierre Landry Mr Arthur Melanson  

 

 

The Shediac Bay Watershed Association gratefully receives guidance, donations and in-kind 

support from various organizations and interest groups consisting of business owners, industry, 

foresters, farmers, residents, cottage owners, recreation boaters and swimmers, conservation 

groups and community organizations within the Shediac Bay Watershed. 

 

Public education has always been an integrated part of all the Shediac Bay Watershed 

Association’s initiatives. Every year, the Association organizes activities meant to engage the 

public in environmentally friendly practices such as litter cleanup and tree planting, hoping to raise 

awareness and to build good habits.  

 

Our strong presence in the public eye is a major factor to the success of many of our initiatives, 

and to keep the public informed of the great work being accomplished by the association. 

 

 

  



2 

 

1.2 Overview of the Shediac Bay Watershed 

The Shediac Bay Watershed covers 420 km2 of land area and stretches along 36 km of coastline, 

from Cap Bimet to Cap de Cocagne (Fig. 1). The Shediac Bay Watershed is composed of two 

major river systems emptying into Shediac Bay: the Shediac River and the Scoudouc River. The 

Shediac and the Scoudouc Rivers are characterized by small tributaries covering watersheds of 

201.8 and 143.3 km2, respectively. The Shediac River is composed of two major water arms.  The 

northern water arm is created by the convergence of the McQuade Brook, the Weisner and the 

Calhoun Brook. The southern water arm of the Shediac River is the continuation of the Batemans 

Brook. Water velocity in both rivers is generally weak due to the gentle regional elevation. The 

watershed boundaries stretch into both Kent and Westmorland County and cross into both the 

Shediac and Moncton Parish.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 1: Map of Shediac Bay watershed boundaries 
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2 Water Conservation and Stormwater Management  

The education program of the SBWA’s has been focused on the theme “Water Conservation & 

Stormwater Management” over the last 2 years. Those two major categories revolves around the 

topic of climate change and the need for adaptation. The climate change predictions for the 

Maritime Provinces, as described by the Department of Environment and Local Government of 

New Brunswick; “Wetter, Warmer and Stormier”. The predictions include an increase in the 

frequency and severity of heavy rainfall events, which will inevitably cause greater risk of erosion, 

stress on infrastructure, runoff and flooding. (Government of New Brunswick, 2018) 

 

These changes in our climate brings the need for adaptation using various methods of stormwater 

management. An important component of this project is to speak about climate change, explain 

various methods to manage the increase of stormwater runoff at the municipal and domestic level, 

and implement concrete actions of stormwater management. The focus of these method has been 

on rainwater catchment systems (rain barrels) and rain gardens, being the most affordable and 

effective small scale actions.  

 

 

2.1 Rain Garden  

A new rain garden was built in a public park (Centennial Park) in the Town of Shediac, in the 

summer of 2017. The garden was placed in a strategic location for both filtration of runoff that 

eventually flows into the bay, and is also next to a path with heavy foot traffic heading towards 

the shopping centre of Shediac. The garden was built in a low level of the park where the surface 

water drains toward a ditch that feed into a small brook. This small brook gets channelled under 

the city and exists into a coastal wetland, before then being emptied into the Shediac Bay. The 

Centennial Park includes: a playground area for children (with sand surfaces), a paved skate park 

area, a paved walking path, a gazebo structure, and a gravel dog park. Based on the measurements 

taken, the total surface area that drain towards the rain garden is 1,318 square metres, within which 

375 square metres is pervious (28%) and 942 square metres (72%) is impervious.  

 

The new garden was made with the help of the Town of Shediac for disposal of the top soil, and 

EOS Eco-Energy, who was hired to plan the logistic of the construction of the garden. Plants, 

shrubs and trees were sources from local nurseries. An interpretation panel has been installed along 

the walking path.  
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Figure 2: Rain garden construction photos, 2017 
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2.2 Rain Barrel Giveaway  

Since the beginning of this project in 2016, 100 collapsible rain barrels (200L) have been 

distributed to citizens living within the communities in the Shediac Bay watershed boundaries. In 

addition, a public workshop titled “How to build your own rain barrel” was held in 2016, and 16 

food grade plastic barrels (200L) were given to the workshop participants.  

The collapsible rain barrels were purchased in bulk through the local Kent. The kiosk at the 

Shediac Farmer’s market was a crucial tool for the recruitment of people interested in participating 

in the project.The conditions for receiving a rain barrel were: 

- People must live in or near the boundaries of the Shediac Bay watershed 
- They needed to sign an agreement confirming they understood the reasons for the 

project and promised to install the rain barrel 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 3: Map of rain barrel recipients within the Shediac Bay Watershed, 2016-2018 
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2.3 Water Conservation Kits 

The SBWA has given out 100 water conservation kits in the first 2 years of the “Water 

Conservation and Stormwater Management” project; 43 in 2016 and 57 in 2017. The orders were 

placed with the local Kent store, who was able to provide bulk orders at reduced cost on products 

from the EcoFitt distributor. The items for the conservation kits include: 

o 3 L toilet tank bank 
o Faucet aerator for the kitchen sink 
o Faucet aerator for the bathroom sink 
o Leak detection tablet for the toilet reservoir 
o Basic 5-minute shower timer (hourglass type)  

 

The items were placed in a reusable bag with the SBWA logo, and included an instruction sheet 

and a pamphlet (section 2.4). They were given away at the Shediac Farmer’s Market to local 

residents only, to participants of the rain barrel workshop (2016), to recipients of rain barrels, and 

in schools following a presentation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 4: Water Conservation Kits given away in 2016-2018  
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2.4 Education Pamphlet  

A bilingual educational pamphlet was produced in 2016 to hand out at any educational event. A 

local printing company was used to produce 250 copies. All pamphlets have been distributed, and 

another order will be placed for next year. The pamphlet information includes: statistics on water 

consumptions in Canadian households; information on climate change; the importance of 

managing the surface water; information on the Town of Shediac’s source of drinking water; tips 

and tricks on how to conserve water at home; and information on Rain Barrels and Rain gardens.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 5: Water Conservation & Stormwater Management pamphlet  
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3 Environmental Management, Outreach, Education and 

Engagement  

The Shediac Bay Watershed Association has expanded its education program in 2016-17, thanks 

to the support of the Environmental Trust Fund and other funding partners. Regular annual 

activities such as public tree planting events were continued and new school programs and 

presentations have been developed. The result is that the Association has a greater presence in 

local schools and in the public eye. The SBWA was also available for special events and 

presentations when invited. The following describes these activities and a summary table can be 

found at the end of this report (section 5.7, Table 2).   

 

3.1 Public Tree Planting Events  

Every year, the SBWA organizes or assists in public tree planting events around the municipalities 

within the watershed boundaries, in either public parks or school grounds. This section provides a 

summary report on the trees planted in 2017.  

 

3.1.1 TD Tree Day  

For the third consecutive year, the SBWA has partnered with the TD Tree Day environmental fund 

and the Town of Shediac to organize a public tree planting event on October 15, 2017. With the 

help of approximately 25 wonderful volunteers and SBWA staff, 150 native trees were planted in 

the Ohio Road Marsh. At the beginning of the event, a quick word of introduction was given to 

the group about the history of the site, having received flooding damage in the past that effectively 

destroyed the buffer zone, and the importance of replenishing the lost trees to enhance the habitat 

and protect the sensitive ecosystem. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 6: Group photo of TD Tree Day volunteers, 2017  
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3.1.2 Celebrating Canada’s 150th – Tree Canada  

In celebration of Canada’s 150th anniversary, the Town of 

Shediac organized a public tree planting event in partnership 

with Tree Canada. The goal was to plant 150 native trees on the 

school grounds of the MFB elementary school. The SBWA was 

asked to assist with the facilitation of the event; ensuring proper 

planting of trees, providing shovels, placement of trees, etc––.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 7: Volunteers planting trees, #Canada150 

 

3.1.3 Tree Planting of the Grande-Digue Elementary School 

The Groupe de développement durable du pays de Cocagne organized a tree planting event at 

the Grande Digue School on May 29 2017. The students from the 6th to the 8th grade all took 

turns coming outside to plant trees along their school yard. SBWA was asked to provide help in 

teaching kids how to plant trees, to provide equipment, etc.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 8: Tree planting day Grande-Digue School, May 2017  



10 

 

3.2 Shediac’s Trails Day  

On June 3rd 2017, the Town of Shediac held its annual Trails Day event. The SBWA has a nesting 

platform for the common Tern colony of Shediac, located near a walking trail in Pointe-du-Chêne. 

For the second consecutive year, a lookout station was set up on the trail to hand out water and 

snacks provided by the Town of Shediac, and to have several pair of binoculars to look at the 

nesting birds.  

 

People walking the trails that day got to stop and learn about the common tern, the artificial nesting 

habitat project, and to enjoy some refreshments. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 9: Photos of the SBWA tern platform and Trails Day poster 
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4 General Presentations 

The SBWA is always available to do presentations to the general public, organize workshops and 

meetings with various other groups. The following section will summarize the activities and 

meeting for the 2017 fiscal year.  

 

 

4.1 Shediac Bay Watershed Association’s Annual General 

Meeting 

The SBWA holds an AGM every year in the month of June. Members of the public are invited 

through our member’s invite list, public announcement and social media. This year, the meeting 

was held at the Shediac Multipurpose Centre, on June 22, 2017. Including SBWA Board of 

Directors, Staff, Town of Shediac Council and members of the public, 54 people were in 

attendance at the meeting. This year was a larger event than usual, due to growing concerns for 

the health of the Shediac Bay. A new document was launched at the meeting “Status of the Shediac 

Bay and Its Watershed, Volume 2”, prepared by DPG Communications in Caraquet. A 

presentation of the report was made by the Special Guest Speaker Pierre Saint-Cyr, 

Communication Specialist for DPG Communication. The report provides information on the 

watershed and the communities included within its boundaries, a history of the Shediac Bay 

Watershed Association, and environmental projects that have been done or are ongoing with the 

objective of improving water quality and aquatic ecosystems.  

 

The meeting was continued by a presentation from the manager of the SBWA on the achievements 

of 2016-2017, and upcoming objective of 2018.  

 

4.2 Annual meeting for non-profits of Southeastern NB  

For the fourth consecutive year, the SBWA hosted a full-day workshop for non-profit 

organizations in southeastern NB. On November 23, 8 groups gave a presentation on their projects 

and activities in addition to the SBWA. The groups in attendance were the Southeastern Anglers 

Association, Petitcodiac Watershed Alliance, Vision H2O, NB Environmental Network, EOS Eco-

Energy, “Groupe de développement durable du pays de Cocagne”, Bird Studies Canada, and 

Great Minds Think Outside Representative. 

 

The goal of these meetings is the sharing of information on the projects being done by our 

neighbouring groups, to see if any potential partnerships can be made to maximize the impacts of 

projects. These partnerships can be done by providing knowledge base and expertise to others, 

provide data, equipment and educational materials, or combine forces in joint projects.  
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4.3 Presentation to the Town of Shediac 

On December 4, the SBWA Manager and President of the SBWA Board of Directors gave a 

presentation to the Town of Shediac Council members on the various projects of the SBWA. These 

meetings are important to maintain a good working relationship with the Town of Shediac. These 

annual presentations keep the council members educated and up-to-date on the strategy that the 

watershed group is taking to help protect the water quality in the Shediac Bay, mainly the focus 

on surface water management. These are also opportunities to talk about obstacles and challenges 

the Association faces, and opens the discussions for ways the Town’s employees may be able to 

help.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.4 Rotary Club  

The manager of the SBWA gave a presentation on the 2017 projects to the Shediac Rotary Club, 

on August 15. Approximately 20 people were in attendance.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

https://portal.clubrunner.ca/658/stories 
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4.5 Nature NB’ “Nature Festival”   

During Nature NB’s 2017 Festival of Nature at the Kouchibouguac National Park, the Manager of 

the SBWA was requested for a guided nature walk and a presentation on the Acadian Forest. The 

event took place on June 4th, and approximately 20 people participated in the activity, that were 

mainly families with children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 10: Festival of Nature poster, 2017 

4.6 Biodiversity Day in Cocagne  

In celebration of “International Day for Biological Diversity” on May 22, the Pays de Cocagne 

Sustainable Development Group organized an event at the Cocagne Marina. The activities 

included four guest speakers on the topic of biodiversity conservation and enhancement in the 

region. The SBWA was invited to set up its kiosk with displays on our own work on biodiversity.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 11: Photos from the Biodiversity Day at the Cocagne Marina, 2017 

 

 

 

  



14 

 

4.7 Presentation to “Les Ami.e.s de la Nature du sud-est N-B” 

The president of the SBWA Board of Directors gave a presentation on the rain garden project to 

the group “Les Ami.e.s de la Nature du sud-est du N-B” on November 1, 2017. His presentation 

contained photos of the construction of the rain garden. He spoke of the impact of stormwater on 

the bacterial levels in the Shediac Bay and the effort of the SBWA towards implementing water 

quality enhancement measures. Approximately 25 members of the group were present that 

evening.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 12: Presentation to “Les Ami.e.s de la Nature du sud-est du N-B”  
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5 School Programs and Presentations  

The SBWA has been working on strengthening the working relationship with local school teachers 

and on the development of yearly standardized programs. The working relationship with the 

teachers of the 6-8th grade of Shediac Cape School over the past 3 years has led to the development 

of a series of presentations that links science curriculum objectives and outcomes to local 

environmental issues. The main focus of these presentations revolves around water quality, water 

conservation, and climate change.  

 

The annual educational programs includes; Fish Friends with the younger age groups (3-4th grade), 

and Adopt-A-River with the 6-8th grade students. A new program began in 2017 with MFB School, 

Shediac Cape School and Grande-Digue School, which includes the creation of 3 tree nurseries on 

school grounds or near school grounds (Greater Shediac Community Garden location for Shediac 

Cape School). The following sections report on activities and results for the 2017-2018 education 

program. 

 

 

5.1 Fish Friends Program 

In March of 2017, the “Fish Friends” program began with the 3rd graders at MFB and the 4th graders 

at Shediac Cape elementary schools. Both aquariums received 300 brook trout eggs from the 

Miramichi Salmon Conservation Centre (Miramichi Hatchery).  

 

During the course of the program, from March to June, all four classes engaged in the program 

received various presentations on salmonids, various stages of their life cycle, habitat 

requirements, their great migration, etc.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 13: Photos of students observing the brook trout eggs in the aquarium  
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5.1.1 Fish Friends Field Trip 

The Fish Friends field trip was organized to release the brook trout in the Dionne Brook, a small 

tributary of the Scoudouc River. The 4th graders of the Shediac Cape School went on June 6th, and 

the 3rd graders of MFB School went on June 15th. The first group released a total of 279 trout fry, 

and the second group released 279 trout fry. Each child was given a mason jar with 4-6 young trout 

to release themselves. This program has the added benefit of restocking brook trout in the 

Scoudouc River on a small scale. A transfer permit was acquired for the release (#NB2017-066) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 14: Fish Friends field trip Shediac Cape School, release of brook trout in Dionne 

Brook, June 6, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 15: Fish Friends field trip MFB School, release of brook trout in Dionne Brook, 

June 15, 2017 
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5.2 Tree Nursery's Program 

A new program began this year with local schools to build tree nurseries in the school yards, as an 

educational tool to teach kids about trees and to be used as a resource for tree planting for riverside 

restoration in the future. The SBWA contracted the “Groupe de développement durable du pays 

de Cocagne” (GDDPC), to get the program started due to their expertise and past experience. 

Three nurseries were made in 2017: at the Mgr-François-Bourgeois elementary school in Shediac; 

at the community garden in Shediac Cape, in partnership with the Shediac Cape School; and at the 

Grande-Digue elementary school. Approximately 150 children from the age group of the 6th to 8th 

grade from the three schools participated in creating the nurseries, containing 415 young trees and 

seeds in total. These trees include a variety of native coniferous and deciduous species: balsam fir, 

white pine, black spruce, red oak, red maple, and yellow birch. Tools and accessories were 

provided in-kind by the MFB School, the Shediac Cape Community Garden and the GDDPC.  

 

Presentations were given to each group that were engaged in this program. The themes of the 

presentations included:  

 

- Recognizing species of the Acadian Forest 
- The importance of indigenous trees in buffer zones, with a link to climate change 

adaptation  
- The technical aspects of creating a tree nursery: choosing the right location, preparing the 

soil, selecting and obtaining tree stocks, ongoing care and maintenance. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 16: Tree nursery planting Grande-Digue School, 2017 
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5.3 Adopt-A-River Program 

Adopt-A-River is a school-based program designed to teach the concept of biomonitoring of a 

river’s ecosystem using macroinvertebrate sampling. It also teaches water chemistry using water 

quality analysis kits for various physicochemical parameters. The program is designed to be 

integrated into the school’s science curriculum.  

The SBWA project manager became a certified project coordinator for the “G3E, Education and 

Water Monitoring Action Group”, the organization that created and manages the Adopt-A-River 

program. The science teachers for grades 6 to 8, English and French Immersion of the Shediac 

Cape School, have agreed to integrate the program within their normal curriculum in partnership 

with the SBWA.  

A classroom presentation was given before the field trip on the concept of biomonitoring using 

macroinvertebrates. It was explained how looking at the composition of the community can 

provide information on water quality, changes in water quality or habitat over many years, and 

overall aquatic health monitoring. A description of the field trip activities was given, along with a 

demonstration of the sampling using the equipment in the classroom.  

 

5.3.1 Field Trip  

Due to the large group of students, two separate days were organized for the field trip to the 

Scoudouc River; the first group went on October 16, and the second group on October 17, 2017.  

The groups were divided into teams, each with a specific task. There were multiple tasks designed 

to complete the macroinvertebrate sampling, sorting the invertebrates using a sampling protocol, 

taking site measurements, filling out data sheets, drawing a sketch of the site, and taking habitat 

observations. The science teachers are always amazed with the various components of the activity, 

stating that a great portion of the curriculum’s objectives and outcomes are being attained in one 

day. The duration of the field trip is about 3 hours, and the students as well as the teachers had a 

lot of fun.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 17: Group Photo of Adopt-A-River Field Trip, 2017    
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Figure 18: Macroinvertebrate sampling   
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Figure 19: Macroinvertebrate sorting   
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5.3.2 Macroinvertebrate identification  

The next classroom visit was to identify the macroinvertebrates caught during the field outing. On 

January 24, a short presentation was given on how to use the dichotomous key to identify in which 

order their insects belong. Using the identification key, magnifying glass and good teamwork, they 

managed to discover the species in their jars. They filled out an answer sheet indicating how many 

insects of each order they discovered. 

 

A recap at the end was done to show pictures of the invertebrates associated with the proper order, 

as well as pictures of the adult version of the insect larvae. The kids were surprised to find out that 

most of their invertebrates would have eventually grown wings and left their aquatic habitat. A 

table showing which insects were very sensitive to pollution and which were very tolerant was 

shown, and given the high number of stoneflies and even the rare giant stonefly, the class was able 

to come to a conclusion that the Scoudouc River is relatively healthy.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 20: Students using dichotomous key to identify macroinvertebrates 
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5.3.3 Water Quality Testing  

The Adopt-A-Stream program will continue in March 2018, with a final presentation on water 

quality. The basic physicochemical parameters of water quality will be taught by relating these 

parameters to the recommendations for aquatic life. The presentation will be accompanied by an 

experiment using water quality analysis kits for pH, dissolved oxygen, phosphates, nitrates, and 

bacteria. The kit for bacteria also includes an ultraviolet light, to be able to see the fluorescent 

reflection of E. coli bacteria. 

 

 

5.4 School Presentation Series  

In addition to the presentation given throughout the school programs, presentations are given based 

on both the science curriculum’s objectives and outcomes, and on local environmental issues and 

concerns. A strong working relationship with the science teachers of the 6-8th grade at Shediac 

Cape School, has led to the development of 2 new presentations that fits perfectly in the water unit 

and in the “Water Conservation & Stormwater Management” education program.  

The first new presentation is entitled “WATER – Conservation and Climate Change”, focuses on 

freshwater availability on earth, the problems associated with desalination, water consumption in 

an average Canadian household, how climate change can threaten availability of drinking water, 

and what they can do to reduce their consumption. Each child received a copy of the pamphlet, 

and 6 water conservation kits were given with a draw to all three groups, making a total of 18 kits 

given to the students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 21: Winner of the water conservation kits from one class (5 out of 6 agreed to a 

photo), Feb 2018 
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The second new presentation is entitled “WATER – Pollution, Stormwater Runoff and Water 

Purification Systems”. This presentation taught them the difference between “Point Source” and 

“Non-Point Source” pollution in a watershed. They learned how precipitations mobilizes bacteria 

and pollutants from various surfaces and lead to bacterial spikes in the Shediac Bay, and 

unfortunately, at Parlee Beach. Within the curriculum’s unit on water, they were given a project 

to build a water purification system. A section was added to explain how activated carbon works 

in filters. The SBWA made a child-friendly water filter using a recycled bottle, coffee filters, sand 

and activated carbon, as a demonstration and to give inspiration.  

 

Presentations were finally given to the Environmental Science class at the local high school Louis-

J.-Robichaud. The first presentation was an introduction of the SBWA’s projects and monitoring 

programs. The second presentation was on “Water Conservation & Stormwater Management”, 

where it really focused on the impacts of stormwater runoff on the bacterial contamination of the 

Shediac Bay. The second part of the presentation talked about how the Town of Shediac’s drinking 

water source is from the underground water table, and as we’ve seen in towns in New Brunswick 

and Nova Scotia in the last few years, longer drought periods have caused serious stress on water 

supplies. Each student received a water conservation kit at the end of the presentations. A total of 

14 kits were given, one to the teacher and due to some absences, 13 students were in attendance 

and received a bag.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 22: Presentation to LJR High School on Water Conservation and Stormwater 

Management, with distribution of a free water conservation kit, 2017 
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5.4.1 Classroom Presentations Summary 

It has been a great year for school presentations and field outings. A stronger relationship with the 

Shediac Cape School was established in 2015, and continues to strengthen over the years. The 

science teachers for grades 6 to 8 have taken advantage of the presentations to complement the 

curriculum. It is also their intent to engage the students with various environmental subjects and 

concerns that impacts us locally. Students have become accustomed to the SBWA biologist, and 

are always excited to receive new presentations. The teachers and school principals are all very 

appreciative of our work. 

 

 

Table 1: Summary of Classroom Seminar Series 2017-2018 

Date School Language 
Grade  

level 
Topics # Students 

04/03/2017 Shediac Cape 
French 

Immersion 
6-7 Biodiversity 18 

04/03/2017 Shediac Cape English 6-7 Biodiversity 23 

04/12/2017 Shediac Cape 

English & 

French 

Immersion 

4 Fish Friends: Alevin 40 

04/21/2017 MFB French 3 Fish Friends: Alevin 22 

04/21/2017 MFB French 3 Fish Friends: Alevin 24 

04/21/2017 MFB French 3 Fish Friends: Alevin 18 

05/23/2017 Shediac Cape English 4 Fish Friends: Salmonids, life cycle (24) 

05/23/2017 Shediac Cape 
French 

Immersion 
4 Fish Friends: Salmonids, life cycle (16) 

05/29/2017 Grande-Digue French 6 Tree Planting Activity with GDDPC Unknown 

05/30/2017 Shediac Cape English 4 Fish Friends; Salmon Migration (24) 

05/30/2017 Shediac Cape 
French 

Immersion 
4 Fish Friends; Salmon Migration (16) 

06/01/2017 MFB French 3 Fish Friends: Salmonids, life cycle (22) 

06/01/2017 MFB French 3 Fish Friends: Salmonids, life cycle (24) 

06/02/2017 MFB French 3 Fish Friends: Salmonids, life cycle (18) 

06/6/2017 Shediac Cape 

English & 

French 

Immersion  

4 Fish Friends: Field Trip Day (40) 

06/08/2017 MFB French 3 Fish Friends; Salmon Migration (22) 

06/08/2017 MFB French 3 Fish Friends; Salmon Migration (24) 

06/08/2017 MFB French 3 Fish Friends; Salmon Migration (18) 

06/15/2017 MFB French 3 Fish Friends: Field Trip Day (64) 

New School Year 

09/21/2017 Grande-Digue French 6 Presentation Tree Nurseries  Approx. 50 

09/22/2017 MFB French 7 Presentation Tree Nurseries Approx. 50 

09/26/2017 Shediac Cape 
French 

Immersion 
6-7-8 Presentation Tree Nurseries Approx. 50 

09/27/2017 Grande-Digue French 6 Tree Nursery – Planning (Approx. 50) 

09/28/2017 MFB  7 Tree Nursery – Planning (Approx. 50) 
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10/04/2017 Shediac Cape 
French 

Immersion 
6-7-8 Tree Nursery – Planning (Approx. 50) 

10/05/2017 Grande-Digue French 6 Tree Nursery – Planting (Approx. 50) 

10/11/2017 MFB French 7 Tree Nursery – Planting (Approx. 50) 

10/12/2017 Shediac Cape 
French 

Immersion 
6-7-8 Tree Nursery – Planting (Approx. 50) 

10/10/2017 Shediac Cape English 6-7-8 Adopt-A-River- Presentation 58 

10/11/2017 Shediac Cape 
French 

Immersion 
6-7-8 Adopt-A-River- Presentation 42 

10/16/2017 Shediac Cape English 7-8 Adopt-A-River Field Trip (27) 

10/17/2017 Shediac Cape 
French 

Immersion 
7-8 Adopt-A-River Field Trip (26) 

11/14/2017 L.-J.-R French 12 
SBWA – Protecting your Watershed; Who 

we are, what we do 
19 

12/21/2017 L.-J.-R French 12 
Water Conservation & Stormwater 

Management 

(13) 

*Absences 

01/24/2018 Shediac Cape English 7-8 
Adopt-A-River - Macroinvertebrate 

identification 
(27) 

01/24/2018 Shediac Cape 
French 

Immersion 
7-8 

Adopt-A-River - Macroinvertebrate 

identification 
(26) 

01/30/2018 Shediac Cape English 7-8 Water Conservation and Climate Change (27) 

02/01/2018 Shediac Cape English 6-7 Water Conservation and Climate Change (31) 

02/01/2018 Shediac Cape 
French 

Immersion 
6-7-8 Water - Conservation and Climate Change (42) 

02/07/2018 Shediac Cape English 7-8 
Water – Pollution, Stormwater Runoff and 

Water Purification Systems  
(27) 

02/07/2018 Shediac Cape English 6-7 
Water – Pollution, Stormwater Runoff and 

Water Purification Systems 
(31) 

02/08/2018 Shediac Cape 
French 

Immersion 
6-7-8 

Water – Pollution, Stormwater Runoff and 

Water Purification Systems 
(42) 

Upcoming Presentations 

02/23/2018 MFB  French  3 
Introduction –About SBWA and 

announcement of 2018 Fish Friends 
Unknown 

02/26/2018 Shediac Cape 

English & 

French 

Immersion 

3-4 
Introduction –About SBWA and 

announcement of 2018 Fish Friends 
39 

After March 

Break  
MFB  French  3 Fish Friends: Alevin Unknown 

After March 

Break 
Shediac Cape 

English & 

French 

Immersion 

3-4 Fish Friends: Alevin (39) 

March 2018 Shediac Cape English   7-8 Adopt-A-River - Water Quality & Analysis (27) 

March 2018 Shediac Cape 
French 

Immersion 
7-8 Adopt-A-River – Water Quality & Analysis (26) 
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5.5 Educational Kiosks  

 

5.5.1 Shediac Farmer’s Market 

An education kiosk was displayed on Sundays at the Shediac Farmer’s market, for 10 weeks out 

of the summer. The main objective was to speak on water conservation and stormwater 

management, and giveaway water conservation kits and rain barrels. SBWA staff and summer 

students talked to visitors of all ages on the various other projects of the year. In the summer of 

2017, staff spoke to over 1,400 visitors about the watershed group, local environmental issues and 

projects realized to mitigate these issues. The market kiosk is always a great tool to find people 

interested in receiving free rain barrels and water conservation kits for their homes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 23: Shediac Farmer's Market in the Park 

 

 

5.5.2 Lobster Festival  

In partnership with the Homarus Eco-centre, a kiosk was set up for four days at the Shediac Lobster 

festival from July 5th to July 8th. Our summer students spoke of our projects in the same fashion as 

the Shediac Farmer’s market in the Park.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 24: Shediac Lobster Festival 
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5.6 Communications and Outreach  

 

5.6.1 Newsletter 

Two bilingual newsletters were produced during the 2017-2018 fiscal year. The newsletter display 

information and photos on the various projects that the SBWA has been doing in the year. The 

Association had 250 copies produced for each edition, printed on 100% recycled paper. The 

newsletters are distributed to various businesses, medical offices, hair salons, and anywhere else 

that had a waiting area or that was appropriate to leave newsletters for the public to take. The rest 

were distributed during the Shediac Market, during public presentations and other meetings. The 

newsletters can be found on the Shediac Bay Watershed Association website.  

 

5.6.2 Socials Medias and Website 

The SBWA is working to keep its website and social media up to date, posting photos and short 

description of activities and projects. The SBWA also attended a conference on social media for 

non-profit organizations, helping us to develop a social media communications strategy. The 

association is also working on the development of infographic and fact sheets, being professionally 

designed, to be posted to the website and social media.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.shediacbayassociation.org           www.facebook.com/#!/shediacbaywatershedassociation      

 

 

5.6.3 News Coverages  

Tern Platform  

CBC News article on the structure improvements to the SBWA’s tern platform project, on July 28, 

2017. A snapshot of the segment can be found in Appendix 1.  

http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick/tern-birds-platform-colony-nest-shediac-bay-

1.4225580  

  

http://www.shediacbayassociation.org/
http://www.facebook.com/#!/shediacbaywatershedassociation
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick/tern-birds-platform-colony-nest-shediac-bay-1.4225580
http://www.cbc.ca/news/canada/new-brunswick/tern-birds-platform-colony-nest-shediac-bay-1.4225580
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5.7 Education Program Summary  

The following table tallies approximate numbers of people that have attended events and viewed 

information organized by the Shediac Bay Watershed Association.  

 

Table 2: Program Summary 

Project Deliverables 
# People 

Reached 

1) Water conservation 

& Stormwater 

management 

Rain Barrel giveaway 100 

Water Conservation Kits 100 

2) Public outreach 

activities 

-1 Beach Sweep event aimed to combat marine litter  19 

-TD Tree Day 2017 25 

Shediac Trail Day Unknown 

3) Public 

Presentations 

- SBWA Annual General Meeting 54 

-Presentation to the “Ami.e.s de la Nature du Sud-Est du NB” 25 

-Annual Meeting of Southeastern NB Non-profits 13 

- Town of Shediac Council Unknown 

-Nature Festival Presentation 20 

-Presentation to the Rotary Club of Shediac 20 

  

4) School Programs 

and Presentations  

- Fish Friends Program in 2 local elementary schools (104) 

- Adopt-A-Stream Program (53) 

-Tree Nursery Program (150) 

-Students receiving presentations but who are not included in any 

program 
(107) 

-School Presentations Series and Program Totals: 13 presentation 

Subjects or Activity Types, 48 Presentations events 

414+ 

(In Total) 

Tree planting activity Grande-Digue School Unknown 

5) Educational Kiosks 

 

 

 

-Information Kiosk Market In The Park every Sunday for 10 weeks 

in 2017. 
1,400+ 

-Kiosk at the Shediac Lobster Festival for 4 days Unknown 

-Kiosk at the Cocagne Marina for Biodiversity Day Unknown 

6) Communications 

and Outreach 

-Educational Tools Developed – Facts Sheets, Infographics, 

Pamphlets  
6 

-New interpretation panels developed 2017 2 

-1 televised news reports with CBC News on the Tern Platform Unknown 

-Two bilingual newsletter to the public 500 or less 

-Photo albums on SBWA project and other posts shared on Facebook 2,000 views 

SBWA Website Unknown 
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6 Educational Materials  

The SBWA has been working on developing a communications strategy to help diffuse 

information to the local public on the health concerns of the Shediac Bay. Due to the sensitive 

nature of the issues, a professional designer was hired to develop new educational materials such 

as fact sheets, pamphlets, and infographics. The strategy involves using social media to direct more 

traffic to our website, where these new items will be displayed in a coherent and comprehensive 

for the laymen person. The goal is to have the scientific facts presented in a positive light, and 

offer tools for the improvement and protection of the water quality in the Shediac Bay. 

 

 

6.1 Infographics, Fact Sheets, Pamphlets 

Two infographics were designed on water conservation and stormwater runoff. Fact sheets were 

designed for rain gardens, water quality in a watershed, and stormwater runoff. A pamphlet was 

done on rain barrels. All produced materials are made in French and English.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 25: Infographics and posters   
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Figure 26: Fact Sheets on Stormwater Runoff and Water Quality 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 27: Rain Barrel Pamphlet 
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6.2 Interpretation Panels 

Since 2015, several interpretation panels of various themes have been professionally designed and 

placed in public parks, along walking trails, and in other green spaces around the Town of Shediac. 

The collection of panels; The Acadian Forest, Biodiversity, Tree Swallows, The Common Terns, 

Salt Marshes, Freshwater Marshes, Eelgrass and Rain Garden.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 28: Interpretation panels developed in 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Figure 29: Interpretation panel collection developed in 2015  



32 

 

7 Conclusion  

To conclude, the first rain garden was built in a functional and public area, along with an 

interpretation panel explaining the functions in managing stormwater. One hundred rain barrels 

and 100 water conservation kits have been given away between 2016 and 2018. The SBWA plans 

to continue to build rain gardens and give away rain barrels, and begin to build bioswales to control 

surface runoff in its watershed. 

 

The school program for 2017-2018 has been pretty diverse. The fish friends program was 

successful with two schools involving 104 young students. The Adopt-A-Stream program targeted 

53 students in the 7-8th grade at Shediac Cape School.  

 

A total of 38 classroom presentations were given, involving 13 different subjects, adapted to each 

grade level, and 10 field trips and/or activity. The total number of students reached for 2017-2018 

is 414 kids or more. It is always a rewarding to see students get excited about the environment 

during those activities and seminar series.  

 

Education has always been an important part of every project realized by the Shediac Bay 

Watershed Association. When dealing with local environmental issues, creating dialogue with 

various members of the community, of any age group, is essential to raise awareness that these 

issues exist. These issues need to be known and discussed in order to spark interest and change 

thinking patterns. As they say, knowledge is half the battle. 

 

School based presentations and outdoor activities are essential to teach good habits and to increase 

awareness in youth to protect our fragile environment. This will create a ripple effect, whether it 

is by the children telling their parents what they’ve learned in schools, which may change a 

parent’s perspective, or by creating a more environmentally conscious generation that will 

continue to pay forward the knowledge as they go through life.  

 

Public presentations are also very important, because people do have the ability to change their 

points of view when presented with new information and new scientific evidence. When their local 

environment changes around them, it may impact some aspect of their life; either financially, 

recreationally or personally. Many citizens understand this, and many of them are willing to make 

changes and take actions for the better of the environment.  

 

The Shediac Bay Watershed Association is becoming more and more known for its good work in 

enhancing the overall health of the Shediac Bay, and that would not be possible without our 

maintained presence in the public eye through our education programs. 

 

The support from the NB Environmental Trust Fund is essential for our group to be able to 

accomplish the quantity and variety of activities for the community. We hope to continue 

expanding our programs in future years.  
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Annexe 1 – Tern segment in CBC News 
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Annex 2 – Newsletter English 
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Annex 3 – Newsletter French 
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